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was surprised that Carson had taken the taunt so seriously.
The trouble about Carson, he said, was that the idea of the
Union had been instilled into him at an early age ; and with
Carson any idea, once adopted, will get into the marrow
of his bones and go to the grave with him. His own criticism
of Carson was of a very different order, " If Carson had been
of the stuff of which turncoats are made, he would never
have had his great power over the North, and the history of
Ireland might have been much happier. But Carson is a
man who would never change. It is absurd to talk of Carson
as a turncoat. No one that knew him took it seriously. He
was a man whose word you could rely on. When he said
c Yes,' it was ' Yes' ; if it was * No ' with him, it meant
* No.3 He said ' No ' all his life to a United Ireland, more's
the pity. But I would trust my soul to Carson.5'
Nevertheless, hard things were said of him at the time, and
he had to listen to bitter taunts both in the Courts, even from
colleagues, and from the Press. One published article stated
that " The Crimes Act fed him, clothed him, took him to the
Gaiety Theatre on Saturday night, and equipped him with a
jaunting-car on Sunday afternoon." A crooked journalist
once brought him a very abusive article,, with a hint that it
might be worth his while to buy the article so that it should
not see the light of day. cc Go to it," said Carson, with cold
disdain. " That's the sort of filth that'll be the manure upon
which my reputation will flourish."
It is, however, true that his association and friendship
with Arthur Balfour did alter his life and turn his talents
into a political channel, along which they would otherwise
probably never have flowed. This wonderful superior being
who had descended upon Ireland became almost an object
of worship for the young lawyer : although Arthur Balfour
never put himself above his new Irish friends, any more than
he did with anyone else, nor presumed to lecture them on the
course they ought to pursue, his broad outlook began to
influence and widen that of Carson : he would listen to
Carson's suggestions as gravely and respectfully as if the Irish
barrister were the Marquess of Salisbury, and gradually,
without any assumption, of patronage, he made him